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Colmers Farm Primary School remains committed to ensuring every child is supported, included and enabled to thrive as part of our school community. 
  
  
  
Q1. What are Special Educational Needs and/ or Disability (SEND)?  
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.  
A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:  
1. has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or  
2. has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.  
 
For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by mainstream schools, maintained nursery schools, mainstream post-16 institutions or by relevant early years providers.  
Q2. Who can I talk to about my child’s special educational needs and/ or disability?  
Mrs Sarah Smith is the school's Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo). She oversees SEND provision, inclusion, specialist intervention programmes and the graduated approach for pupils across the school.

She can be contacted on 0121 716 0444 or by email at enquiries@colmersfarm.excelsiormat.org  
  
  
Q3. What kinds of special educational needs does our school provide for? 
We provide support for pupils experiencing difficulties within the four broad areas of need identified in the SEND Code of Practice:
Communication and Interaction
· Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
· Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC)
· Social communication difficulties
· Developmental language difficulties
Cognition and Learning
· Moderate learning difficulties
Specific learning difficulties such as:
· Dyslexia
· Dyscalculia
· Dyspraxia
· Dysgraphia
Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
· Emotional regulation difficulties
· Anxiety
· ADHD
· Attachment difficulties
· Mental health needs impacting learning
Sensory and/or Physical Needs
· Visual impairment
· Hearing impairment
· Physical disabilities
· Medical needs
· Sensory processing differences
Many pupils experience needs across more than one area.  
Pupils may have difficulties in more than one of these areas and we will always do our best to support their needs.  
Q4. How will the school identify if my child needs extra help?  
We use a graduated approach to identify and support pupils who may have SEND.

Identification may be through:

· Teacher assessments
· Daily classroom observations
· Screening and assessment tools
· Progress tracking data
· Discussions with parents/carers
· Information from previous settings
· Referrals from outside agencies
· Medical information

The progress of all pupils is regularly monitored through our assessment systems and pupil attainment meetings.
  


Q5. How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s progress?  
  
If concerns arise regarding your child's progress, development or wellbeing:

Your child's class teacher will arrange a meeting with you.
Information will be shared openly and collaboratively.
Strategies already implemented will be discussed.
Additional support may be agreed.
A meeting with the Sarah Smith, our SENDCo may be arranged where appropriate.

We value parents as partners and believe early communication is essential.


Q6. What support do you offer for children with special educational needs?  
  
All pupils receive:

Quality First Teaching which includes:
· High expectations for all pupils
· Adaptive teaching strategies
· Carefully differentiated learning opportunities
· Visual supports
· Scaffolded learning
· Inclusive classroom practice

Where additional support is needed, this may include:

· Small-group interventions
· Individual programmes
· Precision Teaching
· WellComm
· Speech and language interventions
· Social communication support
· IDL Literacy and Numeracy
· Emotional regulation support
· Pre-teaching and overlearning opportunities

Support is planned through an Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) cycle.

Pupils receiving SEND Support have individual targets which are reviewed regularly with families.





Q7. What support is available for improving the emotional and social development of pupils?  
  
We recognise the strong link between emotional wellbeing and successful learning.

Support may include:

· Thrive-informed approaches
· Colour Monster emotional regulation work / Zones of Regulation strategies
· Visual supports
· Social stories
· Safe spaces and regulation areas
· Emotional check-ins
· Pastoral support
· Small-group SEMH interventions

The Pastoral Team works closely with staff, families and external agencies to support pupils' emotional wellbeing.

Q8. How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision?  
  
We evaluate provision through:
· Termly review meetings
· Progress tracking
· Intervention entry and exit assessments
· NEN Progression Framework assessments
· Teacher observations
· Pupil voice
· Parent feedback
· SEND provision reviews

Support is adjusted where necessary to ensure the best possible outcomes.  

Q9. How do you assess and evaluate my child’s progress?  
  
A graduated approach is used
Assess
· Identify strengths and barriers to learning.
Plan
· Agree outcomes and support strategies.

Do
· Implement agreed provision.

Review
· Evaluate impact and plan next steps.
Progress may be measured using:
· School assessment systems
· Teacher assessment
· NEN Progression Framework
· Pre-Key Stage Standards
· Birmingham Toolkits
· Intervention data
· Pupil and parent voice
Formal reviews take place at least three times each year.  
In addition, the progress of each child is discussed at pupil attainment meetings with the class teacher, head teacher, deputy head teacher and SENDCO. 
 
Q10. How can parents support their child's learning?

We actively encourage parental involvement through:

· Open communication with staff
· Parents' evenings
· Review meetings
· Home-school communication
· Workshops and information sessions
· SEND drop-in opportunities

Parents are informed of targets and next steps so they can support learning at home.


Q11. How do we involve children in decisions?

Children's views are central to our SEND practice.  We gather pupil voice through:
· Person-centred reviews
· One-page profiles
· Target-setting activities
· Discussions with trusted adults
· Self-evaluation opportunities

Pupils are encouraged to share their views, strengths and aspirations.  
  
Q12. How are staff trained to support SEND?

Staff receive regular professional development including:

· Neuroinclusive Education Network (NEN) training.
· Colourful Semantics
· Adaptive Teaching
· Communication and Interaction strategies
· Team Teach approaches
· Precision Teaching
· WellComm
· IDL Literacy and Numeracy
· Speech and language strategies
· SEMH support
· Safeguarding
· Medical needs training

Training needs are reviewed regularly and informed by pupils' emerging needs.

Q13. Who are the other people supporting children with SEN in this school?  
  
Where a child continues to make little or no progress, despite well-founded support that is matched to their need, the school will consider involving specialists, including those from outside agencies. Referral to these agencies will always be discussed with you and you may be asked to sign either a referral form or a parental permission form.  
Here are some of the main outside agencies who work with pupils and their families.  


· Educational Psychology Service (EPS)
· Language, Learning and Strategic Support Team (LL&SS)
· Communication and Autism Team (CAT)
· Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)
· Physical Support Team (PST)
· Community Paediatrics
· School Nursing Service
· Mental Health Services/ Forward Thinking Birmingham (FTB)
· City of Birmingham School (COBS)
· Beacon School Support (SEMH Needs)

Where appropriate, referrals are completed in consultation with parents.

Q14. How is the whole school day made accessible to children with SEN or a disability?  
As a school we make reasonable adjustments to ensure that all children are fully included. Typical adjustments include:  
· the school building is accessible to children with a physical difficulty via ramps,  
· the first floor of the building is accessible via the lift,  
· a disabled toilet and changing facilities,  
· extra-curricular activities are accessible to all children,  
· purchase or hire of specialist equipment recommended by outside agencies,  
· additional adult support where necessary.  We make reasonable adjustments to ensure accessibility for all pupils.
· Visual supports and communication aids

Our school’s Accessibility policy can be found on our Policies and Documents - Colmers Farm page.
  
  
Q15. How do we support parents and carers?
We offer:
· An open-door approach
· Access to the SENDCo
· Support with referrals
· Guidance regarding external services
· Attendance at review meetings
· Signposting to support organisations
· Information regarding Birmingham's Local Offer
We value strong partnerships with families.  

Q16. How we will prepare and support your child during transition to the next class or new school?  
Starting School

· Meet with families before admission
· Liaise with previous settings
· Arrange visits
· Create transition books and social stories

When your child is moving to a new year group we:  
· introduce your child to their new class teacher and teaching assistant,  
· talk to you and your child so we can answer any questions you may have,  
· give any adult working with your child a one-page profile describing the things that help to support them in school.  
When your child is moving to a new school, we:  
· may hold a review in some instances and invite key staff from the new school,  
· talk to key staff at the new school about things that help your child to learn well and be happy at school,  
· arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school if necessary.  
 	•    
Q17. What is the school’s policy for SEND?  
Our school’s Special Educational Needs and Disability policy can be found on our Policies and Documents page.  
  
Q18. How is the school’s governing body involved with SEND provision?  
  
The Governing Body monitors the effectiveness of SEND provision across the school.
A designated SEND Governor works alongside the SENDCo to:
· Monitor provision
· Review outcomes
· Ensure statutory duties are met
· Support strategic development

Q19. What can I do If I am not happy with the provision for my child?  
If you have a complaint about the school’s provision for your child which cannot be resolved by your child’s class teacher or the SENDCO, please contact the Head Teacher. Our school and governing body take complaints seriously and will act upon these on an individual basis.  
  
Q20. What is Birmingham Authority’s Local Offer?  
The Birmingham Local Offer provides information about services available for children and young people with SEND and their families.

Further information can be found on the Birmingham Local Offer website:

Birmingham Local Authority's Local Offer website (external link).  
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Rights Respecting Schools’ Article/s

A23: A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and,
as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community.

A28: Every child has a right to an education.
A29: Education must develop every child's personality, talents and abilities to the full.





